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E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, NS 
SUBJECT: STRIKE SITUATION 

REF: PARAMARIBO 110 

SUMMARY: PORT, RIVER AND FERRY WORKERS ON STRIKE FOR THREE 
DAYS. HOWEVER, THE REPORTED IMMINENT RELEASE OF THE ARRESTEES 
MAY REMOVE THE CAUSE OF THIS PROTEST STRIKE AND PAVE THE WAY 
TO A SOLUTION OF THE LARGER DISPUTE BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT AND 
THE UNIONS. END SUMMARY. 

1. AS OF MIDNIGHT MARCH 12 SURINAM' S PORT, RIVER AND FERRY 
WORKERS’ UNIONS HAVE GONE ON STRIKE FOR, PROVISIONALLY, THREE 
DAYS. THESE UNIONS ARE AMONG MOST MILITANT AND AGAIN, AS IN 
FEBRUARY, HAVE BEEN THE FIRST PRIVATE SECTOR UNIONS TO JOIN THE 
GENERAL STRIKE CALLED TO PROTEST THE ARREST OF RUSSLAND AND 
OTHERS. NEVERTHELESS, STRIKE APPEARS ONLY PARTLY EFFECTIVE. 

2. HOWEVER, WE UNDERSTAND FROM HENRI LUNES, ACTING CHIEF OF 
SURINAM' S CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE SERVICE ( CID) THAT DECISION 
HAS JUST BEEN TAKEN, BUT NOT YET ANNOUNCED, TO RELEASE ALL OF 
DETAINEES STILL HELD, INCLUDING RUSSLAND. THIS WOULD ELIMINATE 
REASON FOR GENERAL STRIKE AS WELL AS MAIN OBSTACLE TO NEGOTIATIONS 
BETWEEN UNION AND GOVERNMENT TO FIND A SOLUTION TO ORIGINAL 
DISPUTE. SEEMS THAT EXAMINING MAGISTRATE THIS MORNING DECIDED 
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TO RELEASE SEVERAL MORE DETAINEES. PROCURATOR GENERAL DE MIRANDA 
THEREUPON DECIDED TO RELEASE ALL PRISONERS, ACCORDING TO LUNES. 

DE MIRANDA, WHOSE POSITION IS SUPPOSED TO BE NON- POLITICAL. 

HAS BEEN UNDER INCREASING FIRE AS A RESULT OF THE 
ARRESTS AND, IN VIEW OF THE MAGISTRATES' FAILURE THUS 
FAR TO UNDICT ANY PRISONERS, APPEARS TO HAVE DECIDED TO DROP 
ANY FURTHER RESPONSIBILITY IN THE MATTER. 

JOHNSTON 
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